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In the six centuries before the Norman Conquest, the Anglo-Saxons set their mark on England: the origins of
much that is distinctive in modern English culture may be found in the period, most notably the English
language itself. This outstanding book is an introduction to Old English language and literature set within the
context of Anglo-Saxon history and society -so arranged that the one constantly illuminates the other.

Parts I, II, and V aim to provide the reader with an understanding of, and in particular the ability to read, Old
English. Drawing on over four decades of teaching experience, the author proceeds in clear, manageable
steps. He stresses the 'Englishness' of Old English, guides the reader through possible difficulties, and
illustrates each point with examples.

Part III presents a wide-ranging account of Anglo-Saxon England. A description of the literature is followed
by a brief history of the period, made vivid through a series of extracts from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. The
author draws on the latest archaeological and historical research to describe arts, crafts, and occupations,
from weapons, coins, textiles, and jewellery to ship-building, architecture, and sculpture.

In his account of town and country life, of warriors, farmers, and entertainers, Bruce Mitchell shows the
impact of Christianity on a heroic society, in which both men and women played important roles. This
impact created a tension that is frequently apparent in a representative selection of fifty-one prose and verse
texts provided in Part IV. Each of the texts is introduced and placed in context, and footnote annotations
explain points of difficulty.

The book is illustrated with maps, line drawings, and photographs. It has a guide to further reading and full
indexes, and concludes with a glossary tailored to meet the needs of those encountering Old English for the
first time. The author's aim is to allow the reader both to understand Anglo-Saxon society and to experience
the richness of its literature and culture. He will be found to have succeeded.
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From reader reviews:

Jess Bolan:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book An Invitation to Old
English and Anglo-Saxon England will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or suited book with you?

Norman Fuentes:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular An Invitation to
Old English and Anglo-Saxon England is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Becky Duncan:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a reserve. The book An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon England it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Shawn Young:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon
England can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have An Invitation to Old English and
Anglo-Saxon England.
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