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From thunderous broadsides traded between wooden sailing ships on Lake Erie, to the carrier battles of
World War II, to the devastating high-tech action in the Persian Gulf, here is a gripping history of five key
battles that defined the evolution of naval warfare--and the course of the American nation.
Acclaimed military historian Craig Symonds offers spellbinding narratives of crucial engagements, showing
how each battle reveals the transformation of technology and weaponry from one war to the next; how these
in turn transformed naval combat; and how each event marked a milestone in American history.

· Oliver Hazard Perry's heroic victory at Lake Erie, one of the last great battles of the Age of Sail, which
secured the Northwestern frontier for the United States

· The brutal Civil War duel between the ironclads Monitor and Virginia, which sounded the death knell for
wooden-hulled warships and doomed the Confederacy's hope of besting the Union navy

· Commodore Dewey's stunning triumph at Manila Bay in 1898, where the U.S. displayed its "new navy" of
steel-hulled ships firing explosive shells and wrested an empire from a fading European power

· The hairsbreadth American victory at Midway, where aircraft carriers launched planes against enemies 200
miles away--and where the tide of World War II turned in the space of a few furious minutes

· Operation Praying Mantis in the Persian Gulf, where computers, ship-fired missiles, and "smart bombs" not
only changed the nature of warfare at sea, but also marked a new era, and a new responsibility, for the United
States.

Symonds records these encounters in detail so vivid that readers can hear the wind in the rigging and feel the
pounding of the guns. Yet he places every battle in a wide perspective, revealing their significance to
America's development as it grew from a new Republic on the edge of a threatening frontier to a global
superpower.
Decision at Sea is a powerful and illuminating look at pivotal moments in the history of the Navy and of the
United States. It is also a compelling study of the unchanging demands of leadership at sea, where
commanders must make rapid decisions in the heat of battle with lives--and the fate of nations--hanging in
the balance.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory McCormick:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Decision at Sea: Five Naval Battles that Shaped
American History. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book Decision at Sea: Five Naval Battles that Shaped American History. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Susan Padgett:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Decision at Sea: Five Naval Battles
that Shaped American History will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Wayne Martin:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Decision at Sea: Five Naval Battles that Shaped
American History book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Robert King:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to you is Decision at Sea: Five Naval Battles that Shaped American History this guide consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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