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Many writers in early modern England drew on the rhetorical tradition to explore affective experience. In
The Imperfect Friend, Wendy Olmsted examines a broad range of Renaissance and Reformation sources, all
of which aim to cultivate 'emotional intelligence' through rhetorical means, with a view to understanding
how emotion functions in these texts. In the works of Sir Philip Sidney (1554-1586), John Milton (1608-
1674), and many others, characters are depicted conversing with one another about their emotions. While
counselors appeal to objective reasons for feeling a certain way, their efforts to shape emotion often
encounter resistance.

This volume demonstrates how, in Renaissance and Reformation literature, failures of persuasion arise from
conflicts among competing rhetorical frameworks among characters. Multiple frameworks, Olmsted argues,
produce tensions and, consequently, an interiorized conflicted self. By situating emotional discourse within
distinct historical and socio-cultural perspectives, The Imperfect Friend sheds new light on how the writings
of Sidney, Milton, and others grappled with problems of personal identity. From their innovations, the study
concludes, friendship emerges as a favourite site of counseling the afflicted and perturbed.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Bergeron:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in
Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It
is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

Elsie Wallace:

The experience that you get from The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their
Conexts could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Imperfect Friend: Emotion
and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having that The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts
instantly.

Erik Garcia:

The guide with title The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts
contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Roy Jordan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in
Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The
Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts as good book not merely by
the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already



alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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