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Peter Balakian is arenowned poet, scholar, and memoirist; but his work as an essayist often prefigures and
illuminates all three. "I think of vise and shadow as two dimensions of the lyric (literary and visua)
imagination,” he writes in the preface to this collection, which brings together essayistic writings produced
over the course of twenty-five years. Vise, "as in grabbing and holding with pressure,” but also in the sense
of the vise-grip of the imagination, which can yield both clarity and knowledge. Consider the vise-grip of
some of the poems of our best lyric poets, how language might be put under pressure "as carbon might be put
under pressure to create adiamond." And shadow, the second half of the title: both as noun, "the shaded or
darker portion of the picture or view or perspective,”" "partial illumination and partial darkness"; and as verb,
to shadow, "to trail secretly as an inseparable companion” or a"force that follows something with fidelity; to
cast adark light on something—a person, an event, an object, aform in nature.”

Vise and Shadow draws into conversation such disparate figures as W. B. Y eats, Hart Crane, Joan Didion,
Primo Levi, Robert Rauschenberg, Bob Dylan, Elia Kazan, and Arshile Gorky, revealing how the lyric
imagination of these artists grips experience, "shadows history," and "casts its own type of illumination,"
creating one of the deepest kinds of human knowledge and sober truth. In these elegantly written essays,
Balakian offers afresh way to think about the power of poetry, art, and the lyrical imagination aswell as
history, trauma, and memory.
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From reader reviews:
JoseYork:

The actual book Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture will bring that
you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. In case you
try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Vise and Shadow: Essays on the
Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Micheal Taylor:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and
Culture this publication consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. That book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Catherine Néelson:

Y ou can obtain this Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.

Michael Roberts:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you.
Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art,
and Culture can make you really feel more interested to read.
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