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Over the last one hundred years, the image of the physically strong, confident, muscular woman has been the
object of derision, fascination, and erotic fantasy; she is often portrayed, in both photography and illustration,
as a sexy dominatrix, sexless mannequin, or sideshow freak. In this fascinating collection of rare archival
images from the late-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century, authors David L. Chapman and Patricia
Vertinsky trace the peculiar yet fascinating history of muscular women in popular culture.

One of the battlefields in this cultural conflict appeared in popular imagery: posters, advertisements, comic
books, magazine illustrations, and (most particularly) photography all offered outlets of expression for many
muscular women. Until quite recently, however, such females were packaged for the general public as
physical monstrosities, lesbian man-haters, kinky sex objects, or beautiful living statues. At the same time,
many women, including those in the emerging female bodybuilder community, have had to fight hard to
reclaim the image of female muscularity as their own.

Featuring some two hundred full-color and black-and-white illustrations, many never before published,
Venus with Biceps is a beautiful and historically significant book about gender, image, social expectations,
and female power.

David L. Chapman has written extensively on gay erotic photography and male bodybuilders.

Patricia Vertinsky is a professor at the School of Human Kinetics at the University of British Columbia
who has written four previous books on sports and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of
Muscular Women is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

David Tillery:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women, it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a reserve.

Anna Snyder:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women.

Mary Cruz:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of
Muscular Women was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Venus with
Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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