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Not since the Brontés have we seen the likes of the Talbot sisters, plucky peach growers with a peculiar
upbringing and aflair for subversion. Set in England and Indiain the mutinous year of 1857, A Proper
Education for Girlstellsthe story of Alice and Lilian Talbot, twins separated for the first time in their lives
by their martinet father. After an affair comesto atragic end, Lilian is banished from the Talbot mansion and
married off to asickly missionary in India. Unwilling to play the part of the demure missionary wife,
beautiful, tomboyish Lilian quickly takes advantage of her husband’ s hypochondria and her newfound
freedom as a British expatriate, tramping off into the jungle to paint pictures of the indigenous flora and
secretly learning the language and customs of her adopted homeland.

Meanwhile, the plain but sharp-witted Alice remains on her father’ sisolated estate, serving as curator to his
strange and vast Collection under the watchful eye of the malevolent Dr. Cattermole. The Collection, which
has taken over every inch of the rambling estate, is the essence of Victorian England—antiquated and ingen-
ious, austere and excessive. Twelve perfectly synchronized grandfather clocks stand at attention at the
bottom of a staircase. Botanical specimens have overrun the conservatory, turning the room into a tropical
greenhouse. Forgotten houseguests roam amid fossilized sea creatures, display cases of Greek pottery, and
mechanical contraptions. A peach tree, inherited from their mother and planted in a wheelbarrow for
portability, is a constant reminder of Lilian's absence.

Though Mr. Talbot has cut off all communication between the sisters, acryptic letter from Lilian manages to
dip through, and hidden in the envelope is a puzzling photograph of atiger hunt. Alice sets about cracking
the code in the letter, finding an unlikely ally in Mr. Blake, the photographer hired to document the
Collection. While Mr. Talbot is absorbed in the eccentric but seemingly benign Society for the Propagation
of Useful and Interesting Knowledge, Alice plots her escape from both her oppressive father and Dr.
Cattermol €’ s unspeakable plans for her future.

Intrigueisrifein Indiaaswell, where Lilian continues to defy convention. Playing her many admirers off
one another, she quietly works toward the goal of reuniting with her sister. But the violent onset of the Indian
rebellion against British rule threatens to derail her plans. And back at the Talbot estate, the Society’s
experiments are taking a menacing turn. Will the sisters' resourcefulness and profound devotion to each other
be enough to save them? Capturing the Victorian erain al of itswhimsy and horror, A Proper Education for
Girlsisasuperb debut novel about the power of sisterhood.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Méelvin Paul:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual A Proper Education for Girls: A
Novel iskind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Albert Collins:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test ook for
book, may be the reserve untitled A Proper Education for Girls: A Novel can be good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Jennifer Mitchdll:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping A Proper Education for
Girls: A Novel that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world agreat deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for
al of you who wants to be success person. So, for al you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
may pick A Proper Education for Girls: A Novel become your own personal starter.

Victor McDowell:

Isit you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Proper Education for Girls: A
Novel can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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