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The adversary system of trial, the defining feature of the Anglo-American legal procedure, developed late in
English legal history. For centuries defendants were forbidden to have legal counsel, and lawyers seldom
appeared for the prosecution either. Trial was meant to be an occasion for the defendant to answer the
charges in person.

The transformation from lawyer-free to lawyer-dominated criminal trial happened within the space of about
a century, from the 1690's to the 1780's. This book explains how the lawyers captured the trial. In addition to
conventional legal sources, Professor Langbein draws upon a rich vein of contemporary pamphlet accounts
about trials in London's Old Bailey. The book also mines these novel sources to provide the first detailed
account of the formation of the law of criminal evidence.

Responding to menacing prosecutorial initiatives (including reward-seeking thief takers and crown witnesses
induced to testify in order to save their own necks) the judges of the 1730's decided to allow the defendant to
have counsel to cross-examine accusing witnesses. By restricting counsel to the work of examining and
cross-examining witnesses, the judges intended that the accused would still need to respond in person to the
charges against him. Professor Langbein shows how counsel manipulated the dynamics of adversary
procedure to defeat the judges design, ultimately silencing the accused and transforming the very purpose of
the criminal trial. Trial ceased to be an opportunity for the accused to speak, and instead became an occasion
for defense counsel to test the prosecution case.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

The knowledge that you get from The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal
History) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial
(Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having that The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) instantly.

Gary Kruse:

The book The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Nick McAllister:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like
The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) which is having the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Kurt Bohnert:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies
in Modern Legal History) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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