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Toward a Civil Discourse examines how, in the current political climate, Americans find it difficult to
discuss civic issues frankly and openly with one another. Because America is dominated by two powerful
discourses--liberalism and Christian fundamentalism, each of which paints a very different picture of
America and its citizens' responsibilities toward their country-there is little common ground, and hence
Americans avoid disagreement for fear of giving offence.

Sharon Crowley considers the ancient art of rhetoric as a solution to the problems of repetition and
condemnation that pervade American public discourse. Crowley recalls the historic rhetorical concept of
stasis--where advocates in a debate agree upon the point on which they disagree, thereby recognizing their
opponent as a person with a viable position or belief. Most contemporary arguments do not reach stasis, and
without it, Crowley states, a nonviolent resolution cannot occur.

Toward a Civil Discourse investigates the cultural factors that lead to the formation of beliefs, and how
beliefs can develop into densely articulated systems and political activism. Crowley asserts that rhetorical
invention (which includes appeals to values and the passions) is superior in some cases to liberal argument
(which often limits its appeals to empirical fact and reasoning) in mediating disagreements where
participants are primarily motivated by a moral or passionate commitment to beliefs.

Sharon Crowley examines numerous current issues and opposing views, and discusses the consequences to
society when, more often than not, argumentative exchange does not occur. She underscores the urgency of
developing a civil discourse, and through a review of historic rhetoric and its modern application, provides a
foundation for such a discourse-whose ultimate goal, in the tradition of the ancients, is democratic discussion
of civic issues.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Nathan:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Toward a Civil Discourse: Rhetoric and Fundamentalism
(Pitt Comp Literacy Culture). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important the book Toward a Civil Discourse: Rhetoric and Fundamentalism (Pitt Comp
Literacy Culture). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Joseph Blackwell:

The actual book Toward a Civil Discourse: Rhetoric and Fundamentalism (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) will
bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Toward a Civil Discourse:
Rhetoric and Fundamentalism (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jeannette Villalobos:

The guide with title Toward a Civil Discourse: Rhetoric and Fundamentalism (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture)
has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

John Martin:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Toward a Civil Discourse:
Rhetoric and Fundamentalism (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture), you may enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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