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Ostension is bodily movement that manifests our engagement with things, whether we wish it to or not.
Gestures, glances, facial expressions: all betray our interest in something. Ostension enables our first word
learning, providing infants with a prelinguistic way to grasp the meaning of words. Ostension is
philosophically puzzling; it cuts across domains seemingly unbridgeable -- public--private, inner--outer,
mind--body. In this book, Chad Engelland offers a philosophical investigation of ostension and its role in
word learning by infants. Engelland discusses ostension (distinguishing it from ostensive definition) in
contemporary philosophy, examining accounts by Quine, Davidson, and Gadamer, and he explores relevant
empirical findings in psychology, evolutionary anthropology, and neuroscience. He offers original studies of
four representative historical thinkers whose work enriches the understanding of ostension: Wittgenstein,
Merleau-Ponty, Augustine, and Aristotle. And, building on these philosophical and empirical foundations,
Engelland offers a meticulous analysis of the philosophical issues raised by ostension. He examines the
phenomenological problem of whether embodied intentions are manifest or inferred; the problem of what
concept of mind allows ostensive cues to be intersubjectively available; the epistemological problem of how
ostensive cues, notoriously ambiguous, can be correctly understood; and the metaphysical problem of the
ultimate status of the key terms in his argument: animate movement, language, and mind. Finally, he argues
for the centrality of manifestation in philosophy. Taking ostension seriously, he proposes, has far-reaching
implications for thinking about language and the practice of philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Carvajal:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind. Try to make
the book Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind as your friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Oliver Crites:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind, you could tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Stephen Bruns:

Often the book Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind has a lot details on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Michael Albright:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Ostension: Word
Learning and the Embodied Mind. You can more pleasing than now.
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