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“Where do you come from?”

When Vijay Agnew first immigrated to Canada people would often ask her “Where do you come from?” She
thought it a simple, straightforward question, and would answer in the same simple, straightforward manner,
by telling them where she had been born and where she grew up.

But over the years she learned that many so-called third-world people resent being asked this question,
because it implies that having a different skin colour (which is what usually prompts the question) makes a
person an outsider and not really Canadian. This realization inspired her to look more closely at the question
? and the answer. The result is this book.

Where I Come From is a reflective memoir of an immigrant professor’s life in a Canadian university. It
covers the period from 1967, when Canada was opened up to third-world immigrants, to the present. The
book illustrates the ways in which identity is socially constructed by tracing some of the labels that were
applied to the author at various stages during her thirty years in Canada ? “foreign student,” “Indian woman,”
“immigrant,” “Indian feminist,” and “third-world woman.” She shows how each of these names has affected
her relationships with other people and contributed to making her the woman she is now perceived to be: a
feminist, anti-racist, activist professor. This multilayered story reveals the complex ways in which race,
class, and gender intersect in an immigrant woman’s life, and engages readers in a conversation that narrows
the distance between them, showing not only what is different, but what is shared.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Richardson:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Where I Come From (Life Writing). You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Where I
Come From (Life Writing). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Marlin Peterson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Where I Come From (Life Writing) as your daily
resource information.

Brandy Anderson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Where I Come From (Life Writing), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Helen Butts:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Where I Come From (Life Writing) when you essential it?
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