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Framed as a memoir, Sunset Christianity offers a series of reflections on Christian post-secondary pedagogy
in the 21st century. What do students bring to the university religion classroom? What experience, what
knowledge, what attitudes toward religion and religious people? How can their resistance to the danger of
any but the most namby-pamby sharing be overcome? How can their horror at the evils of religion in human
culture, past and present, often the product of “secularization theory,” be assuaged? Using the insights of
anthropologists and the sociologists who study "lived religion," Forell Marshall draws on her extensive
experience as a literary historian, hymn writer and poet. The combination of social science and poetry lets
her focus on the signs and symbols all around us. She calls for us all (but especially teachers, pastors and
parents) to learn to read these signs as packed with signification, as sacramental. Just so, ordinary experience
at home, at work, in nature and at the shopping mall, all are to be understood as indicative of religious
understanding—perhaps not the dogmatic understanding of conventional beliefs and creeds, but religious,
even Christian, nonetheless. Such a reorientation insists on a new, localized theology that takes the world the
students inhabit and the attitudes they bring to the religion classroom very seriously. What perhaps worked
“back east” a couple of decades ago no longer works. Listening carefully, she finds students are traumatized
and alienated by the angry disagreements (creation, gay marriage, political factionalism) that pass for
religious concern. Students have likewise been deeply shaken by the almost universal association of religion
with “purity”. When, for instance, abstinence only sex education is promoted in the name of Christianity,
students have retained the association and blamed religion for the dishonesty and sexism of the sex
education. If to be “religious” is to be judgmental and bound by cruel laws, who would claim that? Forell
Marshall suggests that the predominant cultural preoccupation with purity of one kind or another (diet,
hygiene, domestic order, sexuality) has diluted and diffused sacramental understanding and appreciation of
God’s good creation. It has become the new and demanding “Law,” the mark of the truly religious.
Meanwhile, a shabby and superficial idea of diversity has become the new “Gospel,” the new sign of
righteousness and grace. Real difference and real distinction are discredited in the rush to join together and
get along. Real distinction is a hallmark of critical thinking, and has become the baby that gets tossed out
with the bathwater. Throughout her book, Forell Marshall argues for the unreasonableness of
“secularization” as it is often understood and endorsed by academics, clerics, and journalists. The
Christianity that came clear to her in the classrooms of Southern California may have been skittish and
inarticulate but it was authentic and even original, an introduction, certainly, to a new, very localized kind of
theology. In his Preface to what he calls “a body of interwoven essays, performing mystagogical work,”
Christopher Evans relates the book to classic texts of Christian spirituality and doxology, including the
“homely divinity” of the Blessed Julian of Norwich.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

The book Sunset Christianity: My Experience Teaching Religion in Southern California gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Sunset Christianity: My Experience Teaching Religion in Southern California to get your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a publication Sunset Christianity: My
Experience Teaching Religion in Southern California. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Pamelia Thompson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Sunset Christianity: My Experience Teaching Religion in Southern
California ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Sunset Christianity: My Experience
Teaching Religion in Southern California is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with all the book Sunset Christianity: My Experience Teaching Religion in Southern
California. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Chad Davis:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Sunset Christianity: My
Experience Teaching Religion in Southern California book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Donald Purcell:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Sunset Christianity: My Experience Teaching
Religion in Southern California is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.
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