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When H. P. Blavatsky, the controversial head of the turn of the century movement Theosophy, defined "a
true Theosophist" in her book The Key to Theosophy, she could have just as easily have been describing W.
B. Yeats. Blavatsky writes, "A true Theosophist must put in practice the loftiest moral ideal, must strive to
realize his unity with the whole of humanity, and work ceaselessly for others." Although Yeats joined
Blavatsky's group in 1887, and subsequently left to help form The Golden Dawn in 1890, Yeats's career as
poet and politician were very much in line with the methods set forth by Blavatsky's doctrine. My project
explores how Yeats employs this pop-culture occultism in the creation of his own national literary aesthetic.
This project not only examines the influence theosophy has on the literary work Yeats produced in the late
1880's and 1890's, but also Yeats's work as literary critic and anthology editor during that time. While Yeats
uses theosophy's metaphysical world view to provide an underlying structure for some of his earliest poetry
and drama, he uses theosophy's methods of investigation and argument to discover a metaphysical literary
tradition which incorporates all of his own literary heroes into an Irish cultural tradition. Theosophy provides
a methodology for Yeats to argue that both Shelley and Blake (for example) are part of a tradition that
includes himself. Basing his argument in theosophy, Yeats can argue that the Irish people are a distinct race
with a culture more "sincere" and "natural" than that of England.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Oxley:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Yeats and Theosophy (Studies in
Major Literary Authors) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Rosalie Castillo:

This book untitled Yeats and Theosophy (Studies in Major Literary Authors) to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Dennis Sellers:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Yeats and Theosophy (Studies in Major Literary
Authors) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Edith Manning:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Yeats and Theosophy (Studies in Major Literary Authors) was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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