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Britten's opera Peter Grimes is based on George Crabbe's horrifying poem The Borough about early 19th
century Aldeburgh, a North Sea fishing town in East Anglia. Its premiere at Sadlers Wells in 1945, shortly
after VE Day, was a landmark moment in British operatic history. Britten's partner Peter Pears - like Britten
a pacifist and conscientious objector - was in the title role. Britten and Pears, together with Montagu Slater, a
communist journalist, created the libretto.Grimes, a fisherman and sadistic child abuser, is a loner longing for
social acceptance, and the wealth to marry the retired schoolmistress Ellen Orford. Britten, a homosexual
whose circle included E.M. Forster and Christopher Isherwood, wanted to win sympathy for outsiders. Yet
after Grimes has destroyed yet another apprentice, and himself committed suicide, life just goes on as usual
in the bustling, hypocritical town. 'The Borough' has a pompous mayor, a typical pub landlady, a drunken
Methodist, an ineffectual parson, a drug-addicted rich widow. A pub brawl and barn dance conceal the dark
side of this community: its hysteria, its busybodies, its lynch-mob justice. The opera and its story, as depicted
in Britten's evocative music, haunts the audience long after the curtain comes down. Written by Michael
Steen, author of the acclaimed The Lives and Times of the Great Composers, 'Short Guides to Great Operas'
are concise, entertaining and easy to read. They are packed with useful information and informed opinion,
helping to make you a truly knowledgeable opera-goer, and so maximising your enjoyment of a great
musical experience.Other 'Short Guides to Great Operas' that you may enjoy include La Bohme, Don
Giovanni and Eugene Onegin.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Britten's Peter Grimes: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas)
book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer of Britten's Peter Grimes: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Britten's Peter Grimes: A Short Guide to a Great
Opera (Great Operas) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Cornelius Ryerson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Britten's Peter Grimes:
A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Britten's Peter Grimes: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great
Operas)is the main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Lori Barnes:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Britten's Peter Grimes: A Short Guide
to a Great Opera (Great Operas) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Al Fraire:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Britten's Peter Grimes: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) was
filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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