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At a time when police abuses and errors make the headlines, it is important to understand just what goes into
the decisions that police make when they are confronted with various crime scenarios in the line of duty.
Required to respond within the law, many officers are able to respond in a legal manner to crime situations in
which court decisions are written clearly and with easily applied guidelines. But what happens when those
decisions and laws are written in a way that invites interpretation and varies from situation to situation?
Based on a case study of New York City police officers, this important volume analyzes how officers
contend with often-ambiguous laws in the face of specific crime scenarios. In addition, the author explores
other influences on police decision making, including officer characteristics and attitudes, and makes policy
recommendations in an effort to encourage the reinforcement of legal guidelines so that the rights of
individuals are appropriately balanced with the duty to control crime.

Based on a survey of nearly 1,300 officers' responses to specially designed hypothetical crime scenarios, this
study illustrates how police officers are likely to react with regard to the law in these situations. While
officers tend to act legally where the laws are clear, less clearly articulated laws leave the police with a
variety of different options for action in ambiguous situations. For instance, in weapons scenarios, the survey
showed that officers would often take advantage of ambiguity in the law with regard to how they may
respond. In drug scenarios, officers will increase their tendency to do a search if the situation is slightly
ambiguous, though they will decrease their search responses when the situation appears to be highly
ambiguous. Eterno carefully examines the various responses and the laws that are meant to guide what police
may or may not do in given situations, concluding that better laws and bright-line rules will help to check
and balance the need to fight crime aggressively while preventing the abuse of authority that may arise in
questionable circumstances.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Wolf:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Policing within the Law: A Case
Study of the New York City Police Department. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Kathryn Hebert:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Policing within the
Law: A Case Study of the New York City Police Department is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Julie Chambers:

Typically the book Policing within the Law: A Case Study of the New York City Police Department will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Policing within the
Law: A Case Study of the New York City Police Department is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Delbert Storey:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Policing within
the Law: A Case Study of the New York City Police Department will give you new experience in studying a
book.
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