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Don Quixote is often called the first modern novel; many would argue it is the greatest novel ever written.
But compared with other world masterpieces?from the Iliad to Paradise Lost, or from Oedipus the King to
Hamlet or Life is a Dream, for example?the storyline of Don Quixote is remarkably uninspiring and lowly: a
middle-aged man becomes mad reading novels and makes a fool of himself by believing he is a hero. The
first great modern novel is a warning about the reading and the writing of novels.

In this original study by Cesáreo Bandera, the intimate connection between the simplicity and humility of the
story and its greatness is explored. Other comparisons are also made: the story of the picaresque rogue, on
the one hand, and the psychological insights of the pastoral novel, on the other. Through these analyses the
meaning and significance of Cervantes' novel are developed.

The book takes into critical account Mikhail Bakhtin's theory of the novel, as well as Michel Foucault's
views about madness and civilization, in order to bring into relief the modernity of Don Quixote. From
another angle the contrasting views on human desire of such critics as Unamuno and René Girard become
central to a new understanding of Don Quixote's madness, as well as to the development of the main
connection between the humility of the story and its greatness.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Cesáreo Bandera, professor emeritus of Spanish literature at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
is author of several books and numerous essays in English and Spanish including The Sacred Game: The
Role of the Sacred in the Genesis of Modern Literary Fiction.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"The originality of Bandera's approach and the novelty of his focus are grounded not only on a solid
knowledge of history and literary theory, but also of philosophy, history of religion, anthropology, etc.
Bandera's study attracts from its first pages by confronting the reader with concepts which are fundamental
to an understanding of the culture and literature of the West in the 17th century."?José María Díez Borque,
Madrid, Universidad Complutense

"We are dealing with a book different from all others that have come out on the occasion of the Fourth
Centenary. It is full of intuitions, accurate judgments, and, above all [it is] organized and written by an
author ready to make tabula rasa of all Cervantine bibliography in order to reexamine ab ovo the state of
questions that are still relevant to those who study the best classical novel."?Héctor Brioso, Universidad de
Alcalá



"Bandera discusses the historical, social, and spiritual developments that, in the Renaissance, made a revival
of the old epic an impossibility and paved the way to the invention of the modern novel. . . . He presents an
immensely intelligent, sensitive, innovative, and readable book on this immortal work."?René Girard,
Member of the French Academy, Honorary President of the Colloqium on Violence and Religion

"Bandera . . . offers an insightful analysis of Cervantes' techniques, including mimesis, parody, and irony. . . .
Highly recommended." ? M.V. Ekstrom, Choice

"[The book] contains brilliant insights into the picaresque and the pastoral." ? Julio Baena, Renaissance
Quarterly

"Professor Bandera enriches our understanding of the literature of the period with acute and instructive
insights."?Edwin Williamson, Bulletin of Spanish Studies
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book The Humble Story of Don Quixote: Reflections on the Birth of
the Modern Novel had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Humble Story of Don Quixote:
Reflections on the Birth of the Modern Novel is not only giving you much more new information but also for
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book The Humble Story of Don Quixote: Reflections on the Birth of the Modern
Novel. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Michael Harmon:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Humble Story of Don Quixote: Reflections on
the Birth of the Modern Novel as your daily resource information.

Raymond Childers:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Humble Story of Don
Quixote: Reflections on the Birth of the Modern Novel that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Humble Story of Don Quixote:
Reflections on the Birth of the Modern Novel become your starter.

Jennifer Ruiz:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Humble Story of Don Quixote: Reflections on the Birth of the
Modern Novel can make you experience more interested to read.
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