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In the closing years of the eighteenth century European society began its effort to get rid of benevolent
despotism, so called, and to secure its liberties under forms of constitutional government. The struggle began
in France, and spread over the more important lands of continental Europe; its influence was strongly felt in
England, and even in the United States. Passing through the phases of constitutional reform, of anarchy, and
of military despotism, the movement seemed for a time to have failed, and to outward appearances
absolutism was stronger after Waterloo than it had been half a century earlier.
But the force of the revolution was only checked, not spent; and to the awakening of general intelligence, the
strengthening of national feeling, and the upbuilding of a sense of common brotherhood among men,
produced by the revolutionary struggles of this epoch, Europe owes whatever liberty and free government its
peoples now enjoy. At the close of this period national power was no longer in the hands of the aristocracy,
nor in those of kings; it had passed into the third social stratum, variously designated as the middle class, the
burghers or bourgeoisie, and the third estate, a body of men as little willing to share it with the masses as the
kings had been. Nevertheless, the transition once begun could not be stopped, and the advance of manhood
suffrage has ever since been proportionate to the capacity of the laboring classes to receive and use it, until
now, at last, whatever may be the nominal form of government in any civilized land, its stability depends
entirely upon the support of the people as a whole. That which is the basis of all government—the power of
the purse—has passed into their hands.
This momentous change was of course a turbulent one—the most turbulent in the history of civilization, as it
has proved to be the most comprehensive. Consequently its epoch is most interesting, being dramatic in the
highest degree, having brought into prominence men and characters who rank among the great of all time,
and having exhibited to succeeding generations the most important lessons in the most vivid light. By
common consent the eminent man of the time was Napoleon Bonaparte, the revolution queller, the burgher
sovereign, the imperial democrat, the supreme captain, the civil reformer, the victim of circumstances which
his soaring ambition used but which his unrivaled prowess could not control. Gigantic in his proportions, and
satanic in his fate, his was the most tragic figure on the stage of modern history. While the men of his own
and the following generation were still alive, it was almost impossible that the truth should be known
concerning his actions or his motives; and to fix his place in general history was even less feasible. What he
wrote and said about himself was of course animated by a determination to appear in the best light; what
others wrote and said has been biased by either devotion or hatred.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

The book The Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV (Illustrated) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a
book The Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV (Illustrated)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book The Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV (Illustrated) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read
a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Alfred Hoover:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled The Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV
(Illustrated) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Ira Knudsen:

The book untitled The Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV (Illustrated) contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Lorretta Cox:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV (Illustrated) can
be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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