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Big Bertha, Germany's World War I top secret mobile artillery piece, easily destroyed French and Belgian
forts, helping set the stage for trench warfare.

In the first days of World War I, Germany unveiled a new weapon - the mobile 42cm (16.5 inch) M-Gerät
howitzer. At the time, it was the largest artillery piece of its kind in the world and a closely guarded secret.
When war broke out, two of the howitzers were rushed directly from the factory to Liege where they quickly
destroyed two forts and compelled the fortress to surrender. After repeat performances at Namur, Maubeuge
and Antwerp, German soldiers christened the howitzers 'Grosse' or 'Dicke Berta' (Fat or Big Bertha) after
Bertha von Krupp, owner of the Krupp armament works that built the howitzers. The nickname was soon
picked up by German press which triumphed the 42cm howitzers as Wunderwaffe (wonder weapons), and
the legend of Big Bertha was born. To the Allies, the existence of the howitzers came as a complete surprise
and the sudden fall of the Belgian fortresses spawned rumors and misinformation, adding to the 42cm
howitzer's mythology.

In reality, 'Big Bertha" was but the last in a series of large-caliber siege guns designed by the German Army
for the purpose of destroying concrete fortifications. It was also only one of two types of 42cm calibre
howitzers built for the army by Krupp and only a small part of the siege artillery available to the German
Army at the outset of the war. Such were the successes of the German siege guns that both the French and
British Armies decided to field their own heavy siege guns and, after the German guns handily destroyed
Russian forts during the German offensives in the east in 1915, the French Army abandoned their forts.
However, by 1916, as the war settled into a stalemate, the effectiveness of the siege guns diminished until,
by war's end, 'Big Bertha' and the other siege guns were themselves outmoded.

This book details the design and development of German siege guns before and during World War I, to
include four models of 30.5cm mortars, two versions of 28cm howitzers, and two types of 42cm howitzers
(including 'Big Bertha'); in total, eight different types of siege guns. Accompanying the text are many rare,
never before published, photographs of 'Big Bertha' and the other German siege guns. Colour illustrations
depict the most important aspects of the German siege artillery.
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From reader reviews:

Serafina Hayes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled 42cm 'Big Bertha' and German Siege Artillery of World War I (New
Vanguard). Try to face the book 42cm 'Big Bertha' and German Siege Artillery of World War I (New
Vanguard) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Brian Alexander:

The book with title 42cm 'Big Bertha' and German Siege Artillery of World War I (New Vanguard) has lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Barbara Lewis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love 42cm 'Big Bertha' and
German Siege Artillery of World War I (New Vanguard), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Scott Padilla:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this 42cm 'Big Bertha' and German
Siege Artillery of World War I (New Vanguard) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism 42cm
'Big Bertha' and German Siege Artillery of World War I (New Vanguard) as good book not just by the cover
but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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