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In the year 1000, the economy of the Middle East was at least as advanced as that of Europe. But by 1800,
the region had fallen dramatically behind--in living standards, technology, and economic institutions. In
short, the Middle East had failed to modernize economically as the West surged ahead. What caused this
long divergence? And why does the Middle East remain drastically underdeveloped compared to the West?
In The Long Divergence, one of the world's leading experts on Islamic economic institutions and the
economy of the Middle East provides a new answer to these long-debated questions.

Timur Kuran argues that what slowed the economic development of the Middle East was not colonialism or
geography, still less Muslim attitudes or some incompatibility between Islam and capitalism. Rather, starting
around the tenth century, Islamic legal institutions, which had benefitted the Middle Eastern economy in the
early centuries of Islam, began to act as a drag on development by slowing or blocking the emergence of
central features of modern economic life--including private capital accumulation, corporations, large-scale
production, and impersonal exchange. By the nineteenth century, modern economic institutions began to be
transplanted to the Middle East, but its economy has not caught up. And there is no quick fix today. Low
trust, rampant corruption, and weak civil societies--all characteristic of the region's economies today and all
legacies of its economic history--will take generations to overcome.

The Long Divergence opens up a frank and honest debate on a crucial issue that even some of the most
ardent secularists in the Muslim world have hesitated to discuss.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Ramirez:

The reserve with title The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Clyde Okane:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back
the Middle East. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Mary Tobin:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law
Held Back the Middle East was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Patricia Rivera:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law
Held Back the Middle East to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle
East can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of this time.
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