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‘That trunk of humours, that bolting-hutch of beastliness, that swolen parcel of dropsies, that huge bombard
of sack, that stuffed cloak-bag of guts, that roasted Manningtree-ox with the pudding in his belly, that
reverend vice, that grey iniquity, that father ruffian, that vanity in years... wherein is he good but to taste sack
and drink it... wherein worthy but in nothing.’ Prince Hal on Falstaff (Henry IV Part I, Act II, Scene 4)

Sir John Fastolf was one of the most famous English knights and military commanders of the Hundred
Years’ War, and is commonly thought to be a model for Sir John Falstaff, one of Shakespeare’s greatest
characters. This book examines the link in full. Most of Fastolf’s life was spent fighting the French, and he
lived long enough to witness both the triumphs of Henry V, and the disasters of the 1450s. He was one of the
last representatives of generations of brave but often brutal English soldiers who made their careers – and
their fortunes – waging war in France.

His story and the story of declining English fortunes during the last phase of the war are the subject of
Stephen Cooper’s fascinating new study. He retraces the entire course of Fastolf’s long life, but he
concentrates on his many campaigns. A vivid picture of the old soldier emerges and of the French wars in
which he played such a prominent part. But the author also explores Fastolf’s legacy – his connection to the
Paston family, which is famous for the Paston letters, and the use Shakespeare made of Fastolf’s name,
career and character when he created Sir John Falstaff.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hernandez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Real Falstaff: Sir John Fastolf and the Hundred Years' War.
Try to the actual book The Real Falstaff: Sir John Fastolf and the Hundred Years' War as your friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Gene Taylor:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Real Falstaff: Sir John
Fastolf and the Hundred Years' War? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Donald Goodman:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Real Falstaff: Sir John Fastolf and the Hundred
Years' War to read.

Joyce Martinez:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Real
Falstaff: Sir John Fastolf and the Hundred Years' War provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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