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In Empty Moments, Leo Charney describes the defining quality of modernity as “ drift”—the experience of
being unable to locate a stable sense of the present. Through an exploration of artistic, philosophical, and
scientific interrogations of the experience of time, Charney presents cinema as the emblem of modern
culture's preoccupation with the reproduction of the present.

Empty Moments creates a catalytic dialogue among those who, at the time of the invention of film,
attempted to define the experience of the fleeting present. Interspersing philosophical discussions with
stylistically innovative prose, Charney mingles Proust’ s conception of time/memory with Cubism’ s attempt
to interpret time through perspective and Surrealism’s exploration of subliminal representations of the
present. Other topics include Husserl’ s insistence that the present can only be fantasy or fabrication and the
focus on impossibility, imperfection, and lossin Kelvin's laws of thermodynamics. Ultimately, Charney’s
work hints at parallels among such examples, the advent and popularity of cinema, and early film theory.

A book with a structural modernity of its own, Empty Moments will appeal to those interested in cinema and
its history, aswell asto other historians, philosophers, literary, and cultural scholars of modernity.
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From reader reviews:
John Reed:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Empty Moments:
Cinema, Modernity, and Drift suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled Empty Moments: Cinema, Modernity, and Driftis one of several books that
everyone read now. That book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the
simpleway, thus al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

David Barthel:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Empty Moments. Cinema, Modernity, and Drift can be very good book
toread. May beit could be best activity to you.

Jennifer Johnson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is hovel. Now, why not hoping Empty Moments: Cinema,
Modernity, and Drift that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Empty Moments: Cinema, Modernity, and Drift become
your personal starter.

Harry Alvey:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Empty Moments: Cinema, Modernity, and Drift when you desired it?
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