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This book is intended to provide an introduction to, and an overview of, the computer industry - or the
"Computer Age" - as well as the key people who created the computerised world we live in... without too
many technical details. The idea is to offer a snapshot of the industry at this point in time and find out how it
got where it is today, highlighting its most notable inventions and innovations and the pioneering people who
are responsible for them. It is not really meant to be an exhaustive record of anything, although it does
feature some lists.

Extract from book:

* The original human computers used tools to help them calculate. The most well known calculating tool
from antiquity is the abacus, which was usually made from wood and featured a frame containing sticks
along which beads could be moved. It is believed that the abacus was invented some time between 2700-
2300 BC, in Sumeria, and its forerunner was probably a system whereby stones or beads were moved along
grooves in the sand or ground, or tablets of wood, stone or metal.

The abacus is still widely used throughout the world today, although mainly in Asia. In China, for instance, it
is still used to teach mental arithmetic to gifted child mathematicians in school. So the abacus was a tool that
computers - the human beings that who did the computing - used to make their calculations.

Over time, human computers used other tools to help them calculate, such as the slide rule, which was more
widely used in the West. But it was not enough. And, very often, human computers would turn to books
containing pre-calculated answers to common calculations such as multiplication tables and other, more
advanced mathematical tables, which were calculated by other human computers, intended as an aid in their
work.

However, these books were riddled with errors - human errors; and understandably so. There were many,
many stages in which there was potential for human computers to make even the most elementary mistakes
when producing the tables; and that indeed is what happened - lots of mistakes were made. The mistakes
happened all too frequently for the liking of the man now credited with having created what is considered to
be the first ancestor of the modern computer, the Difference Engine.

The Difference Engine was invented by Charles Babbage, an English mathematician and mechanical
engineer who lived during the industrial revolution, having been born in 1791. Around that time, Britain and
Europe were building machines that could perform many tasks that previously only humans were able to
undertake. So it occurred to Babbage - who was becoming increasingly frustrated with the mistakes he found
in the books containing mathematical tables - that perhaps a machine could be built that would perform
complex calculations, flawlessly.

His ideas led him to conceive of something he called the "Difference Engine", a mechanical device about the
size of a 1920s-style family car. The Difference Engine could compute complex calculations and is now
thought to be the mechanical ancestor of modern computers, the machine equivalent of the "missing link" for



humans, the point at which the human computer started becoming a machine computer.  *
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From reader reviews:

Linda Caron:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Pioneers of the Computer Age: from Charles
Babbage to Steve Jobs as the daily resource information.

Felix Talarico:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Pioneers of the Computer Age: from Charles Babbage to Steve Jobs.

Betty Perez:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Pioneers of the Computer Age: from Charles Babbage to Steve Jobs offer you a new experience in
examining a book.

John Casper:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book Pioneers of the Computer Age: from Charles Babbage to Steve Jobs was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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