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The drive to own the natural world in twentieth-century America seems virtually limitless. Signs of this
national penchant for possessing nature are everywhere—from suburban picket fences to elaborate schemes
to own underground water, clouds, even the ocean floor.

Yet, as Theodore Steinberg demonstrates in this compelling, witty look at Americans' attempts to master the
environment, nature continually turns these efforts into folly. In a rich, narrative style recalling the work of
John McPhee, Steinberg tours America to explore some of the more unusual dilemmas that have arisen in
our struggle to possess nature.

Beginning along the Missouri River, Steinberg recounts the battle for three thousand acres of land the river
carved from a Nebraska Indian reservation and deposited in Iowa. Then he travels to Louisiana, where an
army of lawyers butted heads over whether Six Mile Lake was actually a lake or a stream. He continues to
Arizona to investigate who owned the underground, then to Pennsylvania's Blue Ridge Mountains to see who
claimed the clouds. He ends in crowded New York City with Donald Trump's struggle for air rights.

Americans' obsession with owning nature was immortalized by Mark Twain in the tale of Slide Mountain,
where a landslide-prone Nevada peak turned the American dream of real estate into dust. In relating these
modern-day "Slide Mountain" stories, Steinberg illuminates what it means to live in a culture of property
where everything must have an owner.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Slide Mountain: Or, The Folly of Owning Nature. Try to face the book
Slide Mountain: Or, The Folly of Owning Nature as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when
you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let
me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Vicky Bowman:

Slide Mountain: Or, The Folly of Owning Nature can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Slide Mountain: Or,
The Folly of Owning Nature but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Betty McClanahan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Slide Mountain: Or, The Folly of Owning Nature why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Lawrence Wilson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Slide Mountain: Or, The Folly of Owning Nature
can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Slide Mountain: Or, The Folly of Owning Nature.
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