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Immediately following the Korean War, South Korea's film industry flourished with vibrant local production
of high-quality films. Characterized by its stunning melodramas, this "Golden Age" of South Korean cinema
produced a body of work as historically, aesthetically, and politically significant as that of other well-known
national film movements such as Italian Neorealism, French New Wave, and New German Cinema.
Conditions that fostered South Korea's cinematic Golden Age were short lived; a brief period of intense
poverty and struggle-but also creative freedom-was ended by the dictatorship of Park Chung Hee in the late
1960s. Strong international interest in South Korea's current film renaissance make an analysis of this
enormously underappreciated cinematic tradition long overdue.

South Korean Golden Age Melodrama is the first English-language book to examine this era of remarkable
activity, covering the specifics of the Golden Age as well as the influences it has had on contemporary South
Korean film and television. Given the compressed, ambiguous, and fundamentally transnational social and
political dramas of South Korea's history, South Korean Golden Age Melodrama addresses the widespread
appeal of particular film modes and aesthetics, especially that of the melodrama. These essays also examine
genre in relation to articulations of nation and constructions of gender in Golden Age films and how the
nation manifests itself in persistent gender and genre trouble.

Combining textual analysis, reception, and historical/cultural detail, South Korean Golden Age Melodrama
skillfully renders the complexity of the Golden Age. Contributors cite both domestic and foreign films to
demonstrate the generic and transnational impact of Golden Age cinema, sometimes calling into question the
very integrity of "national cinema" in light of the workings of a transcultural cinema sphere during that era.
With nine chapters, sustained treatments of nine canonical Golden Age films, together with extended
consideration of contemporary film and television, this volume offers a rich contribution to the theorization
of film genre and national cinema and their relationship to gender.
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From reader reviews:

Tracey Egan:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific South Korean Golden Age
Melodrama: Gender, Genre, and National Cinema (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series)
book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Bessie Papp:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
South Korean Golden Age Melodrama: Gender, Genre, and National Cinema (Contemporary Approaches to
Film and Media Series) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then
become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The South Korean
Golden Age Melodrama: Gender, Genre, and National Cinema (Contemporary Approaches to Film and
Media Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Gregory Kim:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The South
Korean Golden Age Melodrama: Gender, Genre, and National Cinema (Contemporary Approaches to Film
and Media Series) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Robert Clark:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book South Korean Golden Age Melodrama: Gender, Genre, and National Cinema (Contemporary
Approaches to Film and Media Series) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people?



To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book South Korean Golden Age Melodrama:
Gender, Genre, and National Cinema (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series). You can more
attractive than now.
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