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Why has one game, alone among the thousands of games invented and played throughout human history, not
only survived but thrived within every culture it has touched? What isit about its thirty-two figurative
pieces, moving about its sixty-four black and white squares according to very simple rules, that has
captivated people for nearly 1,500 years? Why has it driven some of its greatest players into paranoia and
madness, and yet is hailed as aremarkably powerful intellectua tool?

Nearly everyone has played chess at some point in their lives. Its rules and pieces have served as a metaphor
for society, influencing military strategy, mathematics, artificial intelligence, and literature and the arts. It
has been condemned as the devil’ s game by popes, rabbis, and imams, and lauded as a guide to proper living
by other popes, rabbis, and imams. Marcel Duchamp was so absorbed in the game that he ignored his wife
on their honeymaoon. Caliph Muhammad a-Amin lost histhrone (and his head) trying to checkmate a
courtier. Ben Franklin used the game as a cover for secret diplomacy.

In hiswide-ranging and ever-fascinating examination of chess, David Shenk gleefully unearths the hidden
history of a game that seems so simple yet contains infinity. From its invention somewhere in India around
500 A.D., to its enthusiastic adoption by the Persians and its spread by Islamic warriors, to its remarkable use
asamoral guide in the Middle Ages and its political utility in the Enlightenment, to its crucial importance in
the birth of cognitive science and its key role in the aesthetic of modernism in twentieth-century art, to its
twenty-first-century importance in the development of artificial intelligence and use as ateaching tool in
inner-city America, chess has been aremarkably omnipresent factor in the development of civilization.
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From reader reviews:
Jodi Dauphin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for usto
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They are reading
whatever they have because their habby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved
Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain.

Margaret Parker:

The book The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on aBoard Illuminated Our
Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can
utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Immortal Game: A
History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our Understanding of War, Art, Science
and the Human Brain to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like open up
and read aguide The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated
Our Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this book?

Billy Salazar:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on
aBoard Illuminated Our Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain had been making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The guide The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our
Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain is not only giving you far more new information
but also being your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship while using book The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieceson a
Board Illuminated Our Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain. Y ou never sense |ose out
for everything should you read some books.

Tony Reed:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart



and soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students fed that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32
Carved Pieces on aBoard Illuminated Our Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain can
make you feel more interested to read.
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