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The post-Darwinian theory of atavism forecasted obstacles to human progress in the reappearance of
throwback physical or cultural traits after several generations of absence. In thisoriginal and stimulating
work, Dana Seitler explores the ways in which modernity itself is an atavism, shaping a historical and
theoretical account of its dramatic rise and impact on Western culture and imagination.

Examining late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century science, fiction, and photography, Seitler discovers
how modern thought oriented itself around this paradigm of obsolescence and return—one that served to
sustain ideologies of gender, sexuality, and race. She argues that atavism was not only a discourse of
violence—mapping racial and sexual divisions onto the boundary between human and animal—but was also
an illustration of how maodern science understood human being as atemporal category. On one hand, atavism
positioned some humans as more advanced than others on an evolutionary scale. On the other, it undermined
such progressivism by suggesting that because all humans had evolved from animals they were therefore not
purely human. Atavism thus reveals how scientific theories of arecurrent past were a significant feature of
modernity.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, atavistic theory had widespread social and economic effects on the
taxonomies of medicine, the logic of the welfare state, conceptions of the modern family, and images of the
abnormal. Investigating the cultural logic of science in conjunction with naturalist, feminist, and popular
narratives, Seitler exposes the influence of atavism: afundamental shift in ways of knowing—and telling
stories about—the modern human.
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From reader reviews:
Rebecca Morales:

The book Atavistic Tendencies: The Culture of Science in American Modernity can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Atavistic
Tendencies: The Culture of Sciencein American Modernity? A number of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Atavistic Tendencies: The Culture of Science in American Modernity has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by
start and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Todd Crain:

This Atavistic Tendencies: The Culture of Science in American Modernity usually are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Atavistic Tendencies: The Culture of
Science in American Modernity can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usualy handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Atavistic Tendencies. The Culture of Sciencein
American Modernity giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Johnnie Colby:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Atavistic
Tendencies: The Culture of Sciencein American Modernity will give you new experience in reading a book.

Richard Pascual:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many waysto
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Atavistic Tendencies. The Culture of Science in American



Modernity can make you experience more interested to read.
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