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Olivier Roy, one of the world's most distinguished analysts of political Islam, finds in the modern
disconnection between faith communities and sociocultural identities a fertile space for fundamentalism to
grow. Instead of freeing the world from religion, secularization has encouraged a kind of holy ignorance to
take root, an anti-intellectualism that promises immediate access to the sacred and positions itself in direct
opposition to contemporary pagan culture.

The secularization of society was supposed to free people from religion, yet individuals are converting en
masse to such fundamentalist faiths as Protestant evangelicalism, Islamic Salafism, and Haredi Judaism.
These religions either reconnect adherents to their culture through casual referents, like halal fast food, or
"deculturate" through "purification" rituals, such as speaking in tongues, which allows believers to utter a
language entirely their own. Instead of a return to traditional religious worship, Roy argues we are
witnessing the individualization of faith and the disassociation of faith communities from ethnic and national
identities. This has placed culturally integrated religions, such as Catholicism and eastern orthodox
Christianity, on the defensive, and presents new challenges to state and society. Roy explores the options
available to powers that hope to integrate or control these groups, and he considers whether marginalization
or homogenization will further divide believers from their culture.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part Ways (Columbia/Hurst) book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer involving Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part Ways (Columbia/Hurst) content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Holy Ignorance: When
Religion and Culture Part Ways (Columbia/Hurst) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Anna Vinci:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part Ways (Columbia/Hurst) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book has high quality.

Colleen Greenwood:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is definitely Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part Ways
(Columbia/Hurst).

William Sinclair:

The book untitled Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part Ways (Columbia/Hurst) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and



anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice go through.
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