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Ideal for student research and class discussion, this interdisciplinary casebook provides arich variety of
primary historical documents and commentary on The Crucible within the context of two relevant historical
periods. the Salem witch-trials of 1692 and the Red Scare of the 1950s, when the play was written. The play
is atestimony to the inherent dangers Miller seesin any community seized by hysteria. The Salem witch-
hunts, which Miller usesto illustrate such a community, were echoed more than 250 years later in the hunt
for subversives during the Red Scare of the 1950s. The authors provide literary and dramatic analysis of the
play, comprehensive historical backgrounds, relevant documents of the periods, and questions and projectsto
help students in their understanding of The Crucible and theissuesit raises.

In adiscussion of Puritan society of the seventeenth century, the authors explore the habits of many of the
residents of Massachusetts Bay and specific events which seemed to make the witch-hunts of 1692
inevitable. The text of relevant documents illustrate their beliefs, combined with the disasters that
contributed to community hysteria. A chapter on the Salem witch trials includes testimony, letters, and first
person accounts by actual people on which Miller based his characters. A chapter on the Red Scare of the
1950s features testimony before the House Un-American Activities Committee, case studies of blacklisted
people, and an exclusive interview with a couple who were blacklisted. The authors include a chapter on
witch-hunting in the 1990s in the form of testimony from preschoolers which sent child care workersto
prison on charges of sexual abuse. Students will be able to compare and contrast witch- hunting over 300
years with the materials provided here, many of which are available in no other printed form. Each section of
the casebook contains study questions, topics for research papers and class discussion, and lists of further
reading for examining the issues raised by the play.
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From reader reviews:
Edward Torres:

The reason? Because this Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totaly. So, it
isgood for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you alot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | have been you | will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Frank Johnson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents
(The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get previous to. The Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) giving you an additional
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better lifein this
particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Alan Trevino:

Beside that Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents
(The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) in your phone, it might give you away to get nearer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis fresh from the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such
astreasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at
this point!



Susan Gaier:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read
aguide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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