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At the close of the American Revolution, Charleston, South Carolina, was the wealthiest city in the new
nation, with the highest per-capita wealth among whites and the largest number of enslaved residents. Maurie
D. McInnis explores the social, political, and material culture of the city to learn how--and at what human
cost--Charleston came to be regarded as one of the most refined cities in antebellum America.

While other cities embraced a culture of democracy and egalitarianism, wealthy Charlestonians cherished
English notions of aristocracy and refinement, defending slavery as a social good and encouraging the
growth of southern nationalism. Members of the city's merchant-planter class held tight to the belief that the
clothes they wore, the manners they adopted, and the ways they designed house lots and laid out city streets
helped secure their place in social hierarchies of class and race. This pursuit of refinement, McInnis
demonstrates, was bound up with their determined efforts to control the city's African American majority.
She then examines slave dress, mobility, work spaces, and leisure activities to understand how Charleston
slaves negotiated their lives among the whites they served.

The textures of lives lived in houses, yards, streets, and public spaces come into dramatic focus in this
lavishly illustrated portrait of antebellum Charleston. McInnis's innovative history of the city combines the
aspirations of its would-be nobility, the labors of the African slaves who built and tended the town, and the
ambitions of its architects, painters, writers, and civic promoters.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Politics of Taste in Antebellum Charleston as the
daily resource information.

Eunice Buckley:

This The Politics of Taste in Antebellum Charleston is great reserve for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Politics of Taste in Antebellum Charleston in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt that will?

Anna Williams:

This The Politics of Taste in Antebellum Charleston is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Politics of Taste in
Antebellum Charleston can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
and knowledge.

Richard Kowalski:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book The Politics of Taste in Antebellum Charleston was filled about science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a



publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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