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Scholars have struggled for decades to explain why Jews have succeeded extravagantly in modern science. A
variety of controversial theories?rom such intellects as C. P. Snow, Norbert Wiener, and Nathaniel
Weyl?have been promoted. Snow hypothesized an evolved genetic predisposition to scientific success.
Wiener suggested that the breeding habits of Jews sustained hereditary qualities conducive for learning.
Economist and eugenicist Weyl attributed Jewish intellectual eminence to "seventeen centuries of breeding
for scholars."

Rejecting the idea that Jews have done well in science because of uniquely Jewish traits, Jewish brains, and
Jewish habits of mind, historian of science Noah J. Efron approaches the Jewish affinity for science through
the geographic and cultural circumstances of Jews who were compelled to settle in new worldsin the early
twentieth century.

Seeking relief from religious persecution, millions of Jews resettled in the United States, Palestine, and the
Soviet Union, with large concentrations of settlersin New York, Tel Aviv, and Moscow. Science played a
large rolein the lives and livelihoods of these immigrants: it was a universal force that transcended the
arbitrary Old World orders that had long ensured the exclusion of all but afew Jews from the seats of power,
wealth, and public esteem. Although the three destinations were far apart geographically, the links among the
communities were enduring and spirited. This shared experience?of facing the future in new worlds, both
physical and conceptual ?provided a generation of Jews with opportunities unlike any their parents and
grandparents had known.

The tumultuous recent century of Jewish history, which saw both a methodical campaign to blot out Europe's
Jews and the inexorable absorption of Western Jews into the societies in which they now live, isilluminated
by the place of honor science held in Jewish imaginations. Science was central to their dreams of creating
new worlds?welcoming worlds?or a persecuted people.

This provocative work will appeal to historians of science aswell as scholars of religion, Jewish studies, and
Zionism.
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From reader reviews:
Ryan Calhoun:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Chosen Calling: Jewsin Sciencein the
Twentieth Century (Medicine, Science, and Religion in Historical Context) book as this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Richard Haley:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the A Chosen Calling: Jewsin
Science in the Twentieth Century (Medicine, Science, and Religion in Historical Context) iskind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kenneth Sigler:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Chosen Calling: Jewsin Science in the
Twentieth Century (Medicine, Science, and Religion in Historical Context) publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
persona hunger then you still hesitation A Chosen Calling: Jews in Science in the Twentieth Century
(Medicine, Science, and Religion in Historical Context) as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one guide that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you haveto
listening to an additional sixth sense.

James Rohrbach:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This A Chosen Calling: Jews in Science in the Twentieth
Century (Medicine, Science, and Religion in Historical Context) can give you alot of buddies because by
you taking alook at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. Thisreserve offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great



men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have A Chosen Calling: Jewsin Science in the Twentieth
Century (Medicine, Science, and Religion in Historical Context).
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