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Dashiell Hammett changed the face of crime fiction. In five novels published over five years as well as a
string of stories, he transformed the mystery genre into literature and left us with the figure of the hard-boiled
detective, from the Continental Op to Sam Spade—immortalized on film by Humphrey Bogart in The
Maltese Falcon—and the more glamorous Thin Man, also made iconic with the aid of Hollywood. A
brilliant writer, Hammett was a complex and enigmatic man. After 1934 until his death in 1961, he published
no more novels and suffered from a writer’s block that both shamed and maimed him. He is identified with
his tough protagonists, but his tuberculosis compromised his masculine identity and alcoholism may have
been his answer. A former Pinkerton detective who valued honesty, he was attracted to women who lied
outrageously, most notably Lillian Hellman, with whom he conducted a thirty-year affair. A controversial
political activist who stood up for civil liberty, he was also a very private man. In this compact new
biography, Sally Cline uses fresh research, including interviews with Hammett’s family and Hellman’s heir,
to reexamine the life and works of the writer whom Raymond Chandler called “the ace performer.”
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From reader reviews:

Candice Foushee:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you
will want this Dashiell Hammett: Man of Mystery.

Steven Allen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Dashiell
Hammett: Man of Mystery your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The
Dashiell Hammett: Man of Mystery giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Claudia Butler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Dashiell Hammett: Man of Mystery book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Dashiell Hammett: Man of Mystery as good book
not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

William Sanchez:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Dashiell Hammett: Man of Mystery is
simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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