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Why did almost one thousand highly educated "student soldiers" volunteer to serve in Japan's tokkotai
(kamikaze) operations near the end of World War II, even though Japan was losing the war? In this
fascinating study of the role of symbolism and aesthetics in totalitarian ideology, Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney
shows how the state manipulated the time-honored Japanese symbol of the cherry blossom to convince
people that it was their honor to "die like beautiful falling cherry petals" for the emperor.

Drawing on diaries never before published in English, Ohnuki-Tierney describes these young men's agonies
and even defiance against the imperial ideology. Passionately devoted to cosmopolitan intellectual traditions,
the pilots saw the cherry blossom not in militaristic terms, but as a symbol of the painful beauty and
unresolved ambiguities of their tragically brief lives. Using Japan as an example, the author breaks new
ground in the understanding of symbolic communication, nationalism, and totalitarian ideologies and their
execution.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms,
and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History book because this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Charles Ginter:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual
Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History is kind
of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Donald Diaz:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book.
One of them is this Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in
Japanese History.

Arlene Farrar:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The
Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that



recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create
this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.
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