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For years, designers, educators, and community administrators have clamored for a book that will highlight
the problems with contemporary playgrounds, tender sorely needed strategies with which to redress them,
and stimulate national debate about today’s crisis of undervalued public space. Susan Solomon’s
groundbreaking and marveloudly illustrated American Playgrounds is that book. Since the 1970s, Solomon
maintains, American playgrounds have degenerated into irrelevance as cultura artifacts and educational
tools. Imbedded in Solomon’s text is a frank indictment of American attitudes that are stunted by a heavy-
handed emphasis on safety that limits the nature of play and the vitality of placesfor public assembly.

During the past decade an elite few American architects, landscape architects, and sculptors, including
Stanley Saitowitz, Walter Hood, and Mary Miss, have pioneered the restoration of aesthetic and
developmental values to play areas for young people. Solomon apprai ses these success stories and proposes
fresh and urgent remedies that blend excellent design principles, innovative planning, and affordability—a
vision for the future of the playground in America. Supplementing her impeccable command of primary and
secondary sources with hundreds of hours of interviews with designers and clients, the author confronts a
seriously under-devel oped topic with powerful and complex argumentsrich in socia history, law, theories of
play and childhood, and urbanism. Readers will be inspired—and equipped—to take up the gauntlet of
advocacy for superior American playgrounds.

Accessibly written, American Playgrounds will fascinate diverse constituencies, including parents,
educators, policymakers, and art, architectural, and cultural historians. For those commissioning, funding,
designing, and overseeing playgrounds, it will be indispensable. The book includes aforeword by Martha
Thorne, Associate Curator of the Department of Architecture, Art Ingtitute of Chicago.
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From reader reviews:
Florence Booth:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community
Space can give you alot of buddies because by you taking alook at this one book you have point that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have American Playgrounds: Revitalizing
Community Space.

ChrisHender son:

Y ou may get this American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.

Bonnie Thorp:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
the book American Playgrounds. Revitalizing Community Space we can take more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book American Playgrounds:
Revitalizing Community Space. Y ou can more inviting than now.

Amanda Stone:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book American Playgrounds: Revitalizing
Community Space to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
feeling about book and examining especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and
study it. Beside that the publication American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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