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Hereisthefirst dual biography of the early lives of two key figuresin Russian ballet: famed choreographer
George Balanchine and his close childhood friend and extraordinary ballerina Liidia (Lidochka) Ivanova.

Tracing the lives and friendship of these two dancers from years just before the 1917 Russian Revolution to
Balanchine's escape from Russiain 1924, Elizabeth Kendall's Balanchine & the Lost Muse sheds new light
on acrucia flash point in the history of ballet. Drawing upon extensive archival research, Kendall weaves a
fascinating tale about this decisive period in the life of the man who would become the most influential
choreographer in modern ballet. Abandoned by his mother at the St. Petersburg Imperial Ballet Academy in
1913 at the age of nine, Balanchine spent his formative years studying dance in Russia's tumultuous capital
city. It was there, as he struggled to support himself while studying and performing, that Balanchine met
Ivanova. A talented and bold dancer who grew close to the Bolshevik elite in her adolescent years, lvanova
was a source of great inspiration to Balanchine--both during their youth together, and later in hislife, after
her mysterious death just days before they had planned to leave Russiatogether in 1924. Kendall shows that
although Balanchine would have a great number of muses, many of them lovers, the dark beauty of his dear
friend Lidochka would inspire much of hiswork for years to come.

Part biography and part cultural history, Balanchine & the Lost Muse presents a sweeping account of the

heyday of modern ballet and the culture behind the unmoored ideals, futuristic visions, and human decadence
that characterized the Russian Revolution.
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Sandoval:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people redlly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a
Choreographer.

Michael Naylor:

This Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Balanchine & the Lost
Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer can be one of the great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the
Making of a Choreographer giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Rose Rafferty:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject
Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer suitable to you? The book was
written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution
& the Making of a Choreographeris the main of several booksin which everyone read now. Thiskind of
book wasinspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that
you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Harold Smith:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution
& the Making of a Choreographer can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are so out
of date, spending your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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