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No one who has read Pat Conroy's novels of family wounds and healing can fail to be moved by their
emotional appeal. But Conroy is also a major contemporary American novelist who follows in the tradition
of Southern fiction established by William Faulkner and Thomas Wolfe. This companion is the first book-
length study of his work. It explores the recurring motifs in his fiction and his special writing talents as a
prose stylist of uncommon distinction. A separate chapter for The Boo and The Water is Wide and each
novel— The Great Santini, The Lords of Discipline, The Prince of Tides, and his most recent, Beach
Music—provides a detailed analysis of the books and the common threads that unite all the novels.

A biographical chapter draws connections between Conroy's life and the autobiographical nature of his
fiction. A chapter on genre traces Conroy's roots in southern fiction and shows how all the novels fall into
the rite-of-passage genre. Each novel is analyzed for plot structure, characterization, thematic elements, and
Conroy's increasingly elaborate style and development as a master of the art of the novel. In addition, Burns
defines and applies a variety of alternative approaches to the novels to widen the reader's perspective. A
complete bibliography of Conroy's fiction as well as selected reviews and criticism complete the work.
Because of Pat Conroy's popularity among adults and teenagers, this first critical work of a major
contemporary American writer is a necessary purchase by public and secondary school libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Ballesteros:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers).

Benjamin Nation:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Melinda Brown:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Molly Salazar:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers), you may



tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a publication.
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