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“The African American community.” “The black position.” In accounts of black politics after the Second
World War, these phrases reflect how the African American perspective generally appeared consistent,
coherent, and unified. In Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis, Preston H. Smith II examines housing
debates in Chicago that go beyond black and white politics, and he shows how class and factional conflicts
among African Americans actually helped to reproduce stunning segregation along economic lines.

Class and factional conflicts were normal in the rough-and-tumble world of land use politics. They are,
however, often not visible in accounts of the postwar fight against segregation. Smith outlines the ideological
framework that black civic leaders in Chicago used to formulate housing policy, both within and outside the
black community, to reveal a surprising picture of leaders who singled out racial segregation as the source of
African Americans’ inadequate housing rather than attacking class inequalities. What are generally presented
as black positions on housing policy in Chicago, Smith makes clear, belonged to the black elite and did not
necessarily reflect black working-class participation or interests.

This book details how black civic leaders fought racial discrimination in ways that promoted—or at least did
not sacrifice—their class interests in housing and real estate struggles. And, as Smith demonstrates, their
accommodation of the real estate practices and government policy of the time has had a lasting effect: it
contributed to a legacy of class segregation in the housing market in Chicago and major metropolitan areas
across the country that is still felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Yen:

The book Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Racial Democracy
and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Patrick Reyes:

This Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago tend to be reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Racial Democracy and
the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago can be one of the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that might be will
shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis:
Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Harry Thomas:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago can be your answer
given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Susan Gaier:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in
Postwar Chicago. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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