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The fifth volume of the annotated selected letters of Benjamin Britten - edited by Philip Reed and Mervyn
Cooke - covers the years 1958-65, during which he wrote two major operatic works, A Midsummer Night's
Dream and the ground-breaking Curlew River, and his pacifist choral masterpiece, War Requiem. Other
significant compositions from the period include the orchestral song-cycle Nocturne, the first of the cello
pieces for Rostropovich, and settings of poems by Blake and Pushkin. Correspondents include friends, fellow
artists and collaborators such as William Plomer (librettist of Curlew River), Edith Sitwell, E. M. Forster,
Christopher Isherwood, Robert Graves, the Earl of Harewood, Yehudi Menuhin, Mstislav Rostropovich,
Galina Vishnevskaya, Dmitri Shostakovich, Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, Barbara Hepworth and Duncan Grant,
as well as Britten's partner and principal interpreter, Peter Pears. The volume charts the peak of Britten's
position as one of the leading figures of the international musical establishment as composer, conductor and
pianist, and his continuing involvement with the Aldeburgh Festival and the English Opera Group. The
deterioration in Britten's relationship with Boosey & Hawkes, his publishers since the mid-1930s, is closely
documented, as is the founding, at the composer's instigation, of the new publishing house of Faber Music in
1964. Central to the period is the composer's warm friendship with musicians from the Soviet Union, and
Britten and Pears's visits to Moscow, Leningrad and Armenia are charted in detail. Published in association
with The Britten-Pears Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Claire Underwood:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Letters from a Life: The Selected Letters of
Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten) seemed to be making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The reserve Letters from a Life: The Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976:
Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten) is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship while using book Letters from a Life: The Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-
1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten). You never sense lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Keesha Marks:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Letters from a Life: The Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976:
Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten) book is readable through you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Letters from a Life:
The Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten)
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Letters from a Life: The
Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten) is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Floyd Alling:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Letters from
a Life: The Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of
Britten), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a publication.



Stanley Rivas:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Letters from a Life: The Selected Letters of
Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten) can be the reply, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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