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Conventional wisdom about the environmental impact of cities holds that urbanization and environmental
guality are necessarily at odds. Cities are seen to be sites of ecological disruption, consuming a
disproportionate share of natural resources, producing high levels of pollution, and concentrating harmful
emissions precisely where the population is most concentrated. Cities appear to be particularly vulnerable to
natural disasters, to be inherently at risk from outbreaks of infectious diseases, and even to offer
dysfunctional and unnatural settings for human life. In this book, William Meyer tests these widely held
beliefs against the evidence. Borrowing some useful terminology from the public health literature, Meyer
weighs instances of "urban penalty" against those of "urban advantage." He finds that many supposed urban
environmental penalties areillusory, based on commonsense preconceptions and not on solid evidence. In
fact, greater degrees of "urbanness’ often offer advantages rather than penalties. The characteristic
compactness of cities, for example, lessens the pressure on ecological systems and enables resource
consumption to be more efficient. On the whole, Meyer reports, cities offer greater safety from
environmental hazards (geophysical, technological, and biological) than more dispersed settlement does. In
fact, the city-defining characteristics widely supposed to result in environmental penalties do much to
account for cities environmental advantages. As of 2008 (according to U.N. statistics), more peoplelivein
citiesthan in rural areas. Meyer's analysis clarifies the effects of such a profound shift, covering afull range
of environmental issues in urban settings.
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From reader reviews:
DorisRice

This book untitled The Environmental Advantages of Cities: Countering Commonsense Antiurbanism
(Urban and Industrial Environments) to be one of several books that will best seller in thisyear, thisis
because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit init. Y ou will easily to buy this particular
book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So thereis no reason
to you to past this reserve from your list.

James Walton:

Typically the book The Environmental Advantages of Cities: Countering Commonsense Antiurbanism
(Urban and Industrial Environments) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to spell out the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Environmental Advantages of Cities. Countering Commonsense
Antiurbanism (Urban and Industrial Environments) is much recommended to you to see. You can aso get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Heather Bly:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Environmental Advantages of Cities:
Countering Commonsense Antiurbanism (Urban and Industrial Environments) why because the great cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
asthe outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

Beside thiskind of The Environmental Advantages of Cities: Countering Commonsense Antiurbanism
(Urban and Industrial Environments) in your phone, it could give you away to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis fresh in the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Environmental Advantages of Cities: Countering Commonsense Antiurbanism (Urban and Industrial
Environments) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisin your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book and read it from now!
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