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Belgian scientist Jos Verhulst presents the most thorough research to date elaborating an evolutionary theory
first set forth by Dutch anatomist Louis Bolk in the early twentieth century. This theory is based on the
proposition that dynamic principles inherent in the development of individual organisms are also at work in
animal evolution as a whole. A chimpanzee fetus, for example, is strikingly similar to its human counterpart:
its cranium is rounded, its face flat, and its hair is restricted to its head. As it develops, however, the chimp
diverges from its original, humanlike form, assuming specialized apelike features.

In this detailed comparative study of numerous organs, Verhulst shows that, unlike the other primates,
humans retain their original juvenile form. Standing Darwin on his head, he concludes that humans did not
descend from apes; rather, apes evolved by diverging from a humanlike prototype. He also shows that our
human tendency to retain our fetal form (fetalization, or retardation) is complemented by further
development (hypermorphosis) of such organs as the legs, heels, forebrain, and larynx through which we
attain our eminently human capacities of upright posture, thinking, and speech.

In the last chapter, Verhulst sketches a broad view of how retardation and hypermorphosis have worked
together in animal evolution. He speculates, for example, that vertebrates evolved from invertebrates when
ancient sea squirts (a form of tunicate, a marine invertebrate) retained their larval characteristics and
developed them further as they evolved into fish. Sea squirt larvae are free-swimming and resemble tadpoles.
Their brain includes a light-sensitive eyespot, and they have a rudimentary spinal cord. In their adult stage,
however, they are sessile filter-feeders with neither nerve cord nor eyes. Verhulst postulates that primitive
tunicates like the sea squirt retained their larval characteristics (through retardation) and evolved (through
hypermorphosis) into fish, the first vertebrates. Following in a tradition as old as Darwinism, he proposes
that, from the very beginning of animal evolution, these dynamics have led progressively toward the
emergence of the human form. In this view, the gradually emerging human prototype is seen as the driving
force and central trunk of the evolutionary tree, as the wellspring from which the animal world has sprung.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Striegel:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Developmental Dynamics in Humans and Other Primates:
Discovering Evolutionary Principles through Comparative Morphology. Try to stumble through book
Developmental Dynamics in Humans and Other Primates: Discovering Evolutionary Principles through
Comparative Morphology as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Melinda Anderson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Developmental Dynamics in Humans and Other Primates: Discovering Evolutionary Principles
through Comparative Morphology the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
prior to. The Developmental Dynamics in Humans and Other Primates: Discovering Evolutionary Principles
through Comparative Morphology giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Bertha Montes:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Developmental Dynamics
in Humans and Other Primates: Discovering Evolutionary Principles through Comparative Morphology is
simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Dwight McBride:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Developmental Dynamics in Humans and Other
Primates: Discovering Evolutionary Principles through Comparative Morphology can give you a lot of pals
because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an



interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Developmental Dynamics in Humans and Other Primates:
Discovering Evolutionary Principles through Comparative Morphology.
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