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Gangsterismo is an extraordinary accomplishment, the most comprehensive history yet of the clash of epic
forces over several decadesin Cuba. It is a chronicle that touches upon deep and ongoing themesin the
history of the Americas, and more specifically of the United States government, Cuba before and after the
revolution, and the criminal networks known as the Mafia

The result of 18 years' research at national archives and presidential libraries in Kansas, Maryland, Texas,
and Massachusetts, here is the story of the making and unmaking of a gangster state in Cuba. In the early
1930s, mobster Meyer Lansky sowed the seeds of gangsterismo when he won Cuban strongman Fulgencio
Batista' s support for amutually beneficial arrangement: the North American Mafiawere to share the profits
from a future colony of casinos, hotels, and nightclubs with Batista, hisinner circle, and senior Cuban Army
and police officers. In return, Cuban authorities allowed the Mafiato operate its establishments without
interference. Over the next twenty-five years, a gangster state took root in Cuba as Batista, other corrupt
Cuban poaliticians, and senior Cuban army and police officers got rich. All was going swimmingly until a
handful of revolutionaries upended the neat arrangement: and the CIA, Cuban counterrevol utionaries, and
the Mafiajoined forces to attempt the overthrow of Castro.

Gangsterismo is unique in the literature on Cuba, and establishes for the first time the integral, extensive role
of mobsters in the Cuban exile movement. The narrative unfolds against a broader historical backdrop of
which it was a part: the confrontation between the United States and the Cuban revolution, which turned
Cubainto one of the most perilous battlegrounds of the Cold War.

“What is shocking is not what is new, but how much that is old — already on the record in presidential and
other archives, CIA and FBI files, memoirs and histories— in Jack Colhoun’s Gangsterismo. Drawing on the
National Security Archives, papers and books, public and private, he damningly documents the pathetic,
incompetent and sometimes comic, but always inappropriate and anti-democratic, attempts by the CIA
and/or its confederates, working in tandem with members of the mob, to nate Castro and overthrow
the Cuban revolution.” —Victor S. Navasky, publisher emeritus, The Nation; professor, Columbia
University Graduate School of Journalism

“Gangsterismo is an invaluabl e addition to our background knowledge about that small island nation that has
incurred so much devotion and ire from U.S. Americans. Books about Cuba abound, but this one lays bare an
often forgotten pre-revolutionary history of U.S.-based organized crime, and subsequent hidden U.S.
government covert action. Colhoun has done his homework. Thisisamust-read.” —Margaret Randall,
author of To Change the World: My Yearsin Cuba

“Few aspects of Cuba-U.S. relations have so doggedly resisted serious inquiry as the subject of organized
crime in Cuba. Much of what we know has reached us by way of popular culture, principally through film
and fiction, to which the subject of the underworld in the tropics so aptly lends itself. Colhoun represents a
breakthrough: serious scholarship on a serious subject. He casts light upon one of the darkest recesses of a



dark history, calling attention to the convergence of interests between the underworld of criminal activity and
nether world of covert operations — and reveals in the process that film and fiction have actually only
scratched the surface of a sordid story.” —Louis A. Pérez, Jr.editor, Cuban Journal; professor of history,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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From reader reviews:
Betty Castaneda:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare timeto try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this kind of Gangsterismo: The United States, Cuba
and the Mafia, 1933 to 1966 to read.

James Bardsley:

Gangsterismo: The United States, Cuba and the Mafia, 1933 to 1966 can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The author giving his’her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Gangsterismo: The United
States, Cuba and the Mafia, 1933 to 1966 although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Stacey Pinkston:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Gangsterismo: The United
States, Cuba and the Mafia, 1933 to 1966 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Kevin Dobson:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Gangsterismo: The United States, Cuba and the Mafia, 1933 to 1966 was
filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of abook, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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