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Assessing rhetorical principles of contemporary health issues

Hypochondriacs are vulnerable to media hype, anorexics are susceptible to public scrutiny, and migraine
sufferers are tainted with the history of the “migraine personality,” maintains rhetorical theorist Judy Z.
Segal. All are influenced by the power of persuasion.

 

Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine explores persistent health conditions that resist conventional medical
solutions. Using a range of rhetorical principles, Segal analyzes how patients and their illnesses are formed
within the physician/patient relationship. The intractable problem of a patient’s rejection of a doctor’s
advice, says Segal, can be considered a rhetorical failure—a failure of persuasion.

Examining the discourse of medicine through case studies, applications, and analyses, Segal illustrates how
illnesses are described in ways that limit

patients’ choices and satisfaction. She also illuminates psychiatric conditions, infectious diseases, genetic
testing, and cosmetic surgeries through the lens of rhetorical theory.

 

Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine bridges critical analysis for scholarly, professional, and lay audiences.
Segal highlights the persuasive element in diagnosis, health policy, illness experience, and illness narratives.
She also addresses questions of direct-to-consumer advertising of prescription drugs, the role of health
information in creating the “worried well” and problems of trust and expertise in physician/patient
relationships. A useful resource for critical common sense in everyday life, the text provides an effective
examination of a society increasingly influenced by the rhetoric of health and medicine.
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From reader reviews:

James Pierce:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Christopher Ray:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine book as nice
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lorretta Cox:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book. It
is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
reserve. The book Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Aimee Buffington:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine as good book not
merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its handle,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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