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This book tackles an obvious yet profound problem of modern political life: the disorientation of intellectuals
and activists on the left. As the study of political history and theory has been usurped by cultural criticism, a
confusion over the origins and objectives of progressive politics has been the result. Specifically, it has
become fashionable for intellectuals to attack the Enlightenment for its imperialism, eurocentrism, and
scientism, and for the sexism and racism of some of its major representatives. Although the fact that
individual thinkers harbored such prejudices is irrefutable, Stephen Bronner argues that reducing the
Enlightenment ethos to these beliefs is wholly unsustainable.

With its championing of democracy, equality, cosmopolitanism, and reason?and its vociferous attacks on
popular prejudice, religious superstition, and arbitrary abuses of power?the Enlightenment was once hailed
as the foundation of all modern, progressive politics. But in 1947, this perspective was dramatically
undermined when Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno published their classic work, Dialectic of
Enlightenment, which claims that the Enlightenment was the source of totalitarianism and the worst excesses
of modernity. Reclaiming the Enlightenment from purely philosophical and cultural interpretations, Bronner
shows that its notion of political engagement keeps democracy fresh and alive by providing a practical
foundation for fostering institutional accountability, opposing infringements on individual rights, instilling an
enduring commitment to social reform, and building a cosmopolitan sensibility. This forceful and timely
reinterpretation of the Enlightenment and its powerful influence on contemporary political life is a
resounding wake-up call to critics on both the left and the right.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Simpson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important normally. The book Reclaiming the Enlightenment: Toward a Politics of Radical
Engagement ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Reclaiming the Enlightenment: Toward a Politics
of Radical Engagement is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
using the book Reclaiming the Enlightenment: Toward a Politics of Radical Engagement. You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

James Fulk:

This book untitled Reclaiming the Enlightenment: Toward a Politics of Radical Engagement to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Eugene Howard:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Reclaiming the Enlightenment: Toward a Politics of Radical Engagement your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Reclaiming the Enlightenment: Toward a Politics of
Radical Engagement giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Bonnie Wilson:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Reclaiming the Enlightenment:
Toward a Politics of Radical Engagement can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these publications have than the others?
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