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This story begins with the arrival aboard a lumber schooner of young Donald McKay at South Street Seaport
in the spring of 1826. A short history of the New York shipyards sets the stage for the beginnings of the
golden age of sail and the indentureship of Donald McKay at the shipyard of Issac Webb, the “Father of
shipbuilders.” These were exciting times for the ever increasing demand for fast sailing ships spurred on by
the demand for tea from China and the lust for California gold. The struggle for the world’s carrying trade
was picking up in intensity, and the search for answers that the American merchant marine so desperately
sought came down to this: How to reshape the most convenient and capacious cargo box into a solid of least
resistance-and how, at the same time, to translate the unpredictable energies of wind into the swiftest forward
motion. - Alexander Laing The book follows the career of Donald McKay, along with fellow shipbuilders of
the era, such as John Willis Griffiths, Samuel Harte Pook, William Webb and others. I have drawn from a
wide number of sources [see Bibliography] as I try and catch a glimpse, here and there, of the lively cast of
characters, seaports, merchants, captains, and shipbuilders, and of various sailing ships, many of them
packets, leading to the clippers throughout the era. All the while trying to follow a general timeline keeping
track of several score, the very crest of the clipper wave, and the fastest of the fleet as they raced around
Cape Horn and the world with their precious cargoes. Every ship had a tale to tell, such as Houqua, Rainbow,
and Sea Witch. Then there were the merchants, the Lows, Aspinwalls, Enoch Train, George Francis Train,
James Baines, and others. Shipbuilding in New England is covered, too. Donald McKay built the fastest
clipper ships that ever sailed the seas. Clippers built by Samuel Harte Pook and others captured fame as well.
Courageous captains also had many tales to tell, such as Robert Waterman, Nathaniel Brown Palmer,
Lauchlan McKay, Charles Porter Low, and others. The early days of the China tea trade after the American
Revolution is captured here brought on by Chinese demand for sea otter pelts. The pages also tell the story of
early San Francisco and the California gold rush. The peak of the clipper frenzy was reached in 1852 with
the Deep Sea Derby around Cape Horn with such notable clippers as Wild Pigeon, Tinqua, Flying
Dutchman, Flying Fish, and Game Cock. Donald McKay sold many clipper ships to ship owner James
Baines of the Black Ball Line in Liverpool, England. Lightning, Champion of the Seas, James Baines,
Donald McKay, and others. They all come to life on these pages. As does the sad demise of the clipper fleet
hastened on by falling freight prices, steam power, and the Civil War. Donald McKay continued to build
clipper ships long after all the other shipbuilders. The story of the Glory of the Seas is here and the later
years of Donald McKay. There is an appendix chapter about Sergeant Donald McKay and the 76th Regiment
of Macdonald Highlanders, and Shelburne, Nova Scotia. It is now time to join Donald McKay aboard the
lumber schooner and begin your voyage through the era of the clipper ships. Welcome aboard.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Black:

This The Era of the Clipper Ships: The Legacy of Donald McKay usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Era of the Clipper Ships: The Legacy of
Donald McKay can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside
that this The Era of the Clipper Ships: The Legacy of Donald McKay giving you an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Diane Gibbons:

The book untitled The Era of the Clipper Ships: The Legacy of Donald McKay is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of The Era of the Clipper Ships: The Legacy of Donald McKay from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Brooke Gafford:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Era of the Clipper Ships: The Legacy of Donald McKay your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The The Era of the Clipper Ships: The Legacy of Donald McKay giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your
better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Mary Varnum:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Era of the Clipper Ships: The
Legacy of Donald McKay is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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