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Although sometimes decried by pundits, George W. Bush’s use of moral and religious rhetoric is far from
unique in the American presidency. Throughout history and across party boundaries, presidents have used
such appeals, with varying degrees of political success. The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents astutely
analyzes the president’s role as the nation’s moral spokesman.

Armed with quantitative methods from political science and the qualitative case study approach prevalent in
rhetorical studies, Colleen J. Shogan demonstrates that moral and religious rhetoric is not simply a reflection
of individual character or an expression of American “civil religion” but a strategic tool presidents can use to
enhance their constitutional authority.

To determine how the use of moral rhetoric has changed over time, Shogan employs content analysis of the
inaugural and annual addresses of all the presidents from George Washington through George W. Bush. This
quantitative evidence shows that while presidents of both parties have used moral and religious arguments,
the frequency has fluctuated considerably and the language has become increasingly detached from relevant
policy arguments.

Shogan explores the political effects of the rhetorical choices presidents make through nine historical cases
(Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Buchanan, Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Kennedy, Lyndon
Johnson, and Carter). She shows that presidents who adapt their rhetoric to the political conditions at hand
enhance their constitutional authority, while presidents who ignore political constraints suffer adverse
political consequences. The case studies allow Shogan to highlight the specific political circumstances that
encourage or discourage the use of moral rhetoric.

Shogan concludes with an analysis of several dilemmas of governance instigated by George W. Bush’s
persistent devotion to moral and religious argumentation.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Lockwood:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The
Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) to read.

Patrice Gasaway:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Diana Brunswick:

The book untitled The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-
book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Moral Rhetoric of
American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Vicki Escalante:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents



(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone
and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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