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Thefirst slavesimported to America did not see themselves as "African” but rather as Temne, Igbo, or

Y oruban. In Becoming African in America, James Sidbury reveals how an African identity emerged in the
late eighteenth-century Atlantic world, tracing the development of "African” from a degrading term
connoting savage people to aword that was a source of pride and unity for the diverse victims of the Atlantic
davetrade.

In thiswide-ranging work, Sidbury first examines the work of black writers--such as Ignatius Sancho in
England and Phillis Wheatley in America--who created a narrative of African identity that took its meaning
from the diaspora, a narrative that began with endavement and the experience of the Middle Passage,
allowing people of various ethnic backgrounds to become "African" by virtue of sharing the oppression of
slavery. Helooks at political activists who worked within the emerging antislavery moment in England and
North Americain the 1780s and 1790s; he describes the rise of the African church movement in various
cities--most notably, the establishment of the African Methodist Episcopal Church as an independent
denomination--and the efforts of wealthy sea captain Paul Cuffe to initiate a black-controlled emigration
movement that would forge ties between Sierra Leone and blacks in North America; and he examinesin
detail the efforts of blacks to emigrate to Africa, founding Sierra Leone and Liberia

Elegantly written and astutely reasoned, Becoming African in America weaves together intellectual, social,
cultural, religious, and palitical threads into an important contribution to African American history, one that
fundamentally revises our picture of the rich and complicated roots of African nationalist thought in the U.S.
and the black Atlantic.
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From reader reviews:
Regina Noble:

Book is usualy written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in
the Early Black Atlantic will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about
amost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isfar from
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with
you?

Allen Grimm:

Typically the book Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain theideais
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Becoming
Africanin America: Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Susan Munoz:

The actual book Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic has alot details
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
get the point easily after looking over this book.

John Davis:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic.
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