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Dear Mother,

| was very glad to hear from home this morning. It isthefirst time since | left Otterville. We marched from
Sedalia 120 miles....| dmost feel anxiousto bein abattle & yet | am amost afraid. | feel very brave
sometimes & think if | should be in an engagement, | never would leave the field alive unless the stars &
stripes floated triumphant. | do not know how it may be. If thereis abattle & | should fall, tell with pride &
not with grief that | fell in defense of liberty. Pray that | may be atrue soldier.

Not since Stephen Crane's The Red Badge of Courage have the trials and tribulations of a private soldier of
the Civil War been told with such beguiling force. The Red Badge of Courage, however, wasfiction. This
story istrue.

In Testament, Benson Bobrick draws upon an extraordinarily rich but hitherto untapped archive of material
to create a continuous narrative of how that war was fought and lived. Here is virtually the whole theater of
conflict in the West, from its beginnings in Missouri, through Kentucky and Tennessee, to the siege of
Atlanta under Sherman, as experienced by Bobrick's great-grandfather, Benjamin W. ("Webb") Baker, an
articulate young Illinois recruit. Born and raised not far from the Lincoln homestead in Coles County, Webb
had stood in the audience of one of the Lincoln-Douglas debates, become a staunch Unionist, and answered
one of Abraham Lincoln'sfirst calls for volunteers. The ninety-odd letters on which his story is based are
fully equal to the best letters the war produced, especially by a common soldier; but their wry intelligence,
fortitude, and patriotic fervor also set them apart with asingular and still-undying voice.

In the end, that voice blends with the author's own, as the book becomes a poignant tribute to his great-
grandfather'slife -- and to all the common soldiers of the nation's bloodiest war.
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From reader reviews:
Ethel Ellis:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have extratime? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific Testament: A
Soldier's Story of the Civil War to read.

Teresa Ealy:

Here thing why this particular Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all examining abook is good but it really depends in the content than it which isthe content is
asyummy as food or not. Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with
Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having
difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War
in e-book can be your aternative.

Roy Hanson:

The guide untitled Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War is the reserve that recommended to you you
just read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did alot of research
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso could
get the e-book of Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War from the publisher to make you alot more
enjoy freetime.

Houston Estes:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Testament: A Soldier's Story of
the Civil War or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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