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Sixty years before the comics entered the American newspaper press, Rodolphe Töpffer of Geneva (1799-
1846), schoolmaster, university professor, polemical journalist, art critic, landscape draftsman, and writer of
fiction, travel tales, and social criticism, invented a new art form: the comic strip, or "picture story," that is
now the graphic novel. At first he resisted publishing what he called his "little follies." When he did, they
became instantly popular, plagiarized, and imitated throughout Europe and the United States.

Töpffer developed a graphic style suited to his poor eyesight: the doodle, which he systematized and also
theorized. The drawings, with their "modernist" spontaneous, flickering, broken lines, forming figures in
mad hyperactivity, run above deft, ironic captions and propel narratives of surreal absurdity. The artist's
maniacal protagonists mix social satire with myth. By the mid-nineteenth century, Messrs. Jabot, Festus,
Cryptogame, and other members of the crazy family, comprising eight picture stories in all, were instant folk
heroes. In a biographical framework, Kunzle situates the comic strips in the Genevan and European culture
of the time as well as in relation to Töpffer's other work, notably his hilarious travel tales, and recounts their
curious genesis (with an initial imprimatur from Goethe, no less) and their controversial success.

Kunzle's study, the first in English on the writer-artist, accompanies Rodolphe Töpffer: The Complete Comic
Strips, a facsimile edition of the strips themselves, with the first-ever translation of these into English.
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Father of the Comic Strip: Rodolphe Töpffer
(Great Comics Artists Series) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?

Sherry Spears:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Father of the Comic
Strip: Rodolphe Töpffer (Great Comics Artists Series) suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Father of the Comic Strip: Rodolphe Töpffer (Great
Comics Artists Series)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this book.

Byron Angle:

The guide untitled Father of the Comic Strip: Rodolphe Töpffer (Great Comics Artists Series) is the guide
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Father of the
Comic Strip: Rodolphe Töpffer (Great Comics Artists Series) from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Rose Rafferty:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Father of the Comic Strip: Rodolphe Töpffer (Great
Comics Artists Series). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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