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Several decades after her death in 1968, Helen Keller remains one of the most widely recognized women of
the twentieth century. But the fascinating story of her vivid political life—particularly her interest in
radicalism and anti-capitalist activism—has been largely overwhelmed by the sentimentalized story of her as
a young deaf-blind girl.

Keller had many lives indeed. Best known for her advocacy on behalf of the blind, she was also a member of
the socialist party, an advocate of women's suffrage, a defender of the radical International Workers of the
World, and a supporter of birth control—and she served as one of the nation's most effective but unofficial
international ambassadors. In spite of all her political work, though, Keller rarely explored the political
dimensions of disability, adopting beliefs that were often seen as conservative, patronizing, and occasionally
repugnant. Under the wing of Alexander Graham Bell, a controversial figure in the deaf community who
promoted lip-reading over sign language, Keller became a proponent of oralism, thereby alienating herself
from others in the deaf community who believed that a rich deaf culture was possible through sign language.
But only by distancing herself from the deaf community was she able to maintain a public image as a one-of-
a-kind miracle.

Using analytic tools and new sources, Kim E. Nielsen's political biography of Helen Keller has many lives,
teasing out the motivations for and implications of her political and personal revolutions to reveal a more
complex and intriguing woman than the Helen Keller we thought we knew.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Godfrey:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disability) book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disability) content conveys prospect
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of
Disability) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jeremy Hutchings:

This book untitled The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disability) to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Angela Souther:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a book. The book The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of
Disability) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
offers high quality.

Edward Franco:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The
History of Disability) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Radical
Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disability).
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